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ENGROSSED SENATE BI LL 5949

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Deccio and Thi baudeau

Read first time 02/24/2003. Referred to Conmttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to hospital energency services; adding a new
section to chapter 70.41 RCW creating a new section; and providing an
expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 70.41 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A hospital shall provide energency services twenty-four hours
per day, seven days per week in a designated area of the hospital. A
hospital shall neet all the requirements for emergency facilities that
are established by the departnent and shall provi de energency services
in a manner that neets the requirenents established by federal |aw for
t he nedi cal screening and stabilization of patients, including wonmen in
active | abor, who present to the hospital for energency services.

(2) A hospital providing energency services under this section
shall have, at a mninum the foll ow ng:

(a) A physician who is qualified to provide energency services
i mredi ately avail able in the hospital;

(b) Aroster of on-call nedical staff nenbers; and
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(c) Procedures to stabilize a patient wuntil the patient 1is
transported or transferred to another hospital if enmergency services
cannot be provided at the hospital to neet the needs of the patient in
an enmergency. A specialty hospital providing energency services under
this section shall mintain a transfer agreenent with a general
hospital that establishes the process for patient transfers in a
situation in which the specialty hospital cannot provide continuing
care for a patient because of the specialty hospital's scope of
servi ces.

(3) This section does not apply to:

(a) A specialty hospital that provides only psychiatric, pediatric,
| ong-term acute care, or rehabilitative services;

(b) A hospital that was |licensed under chapter 70.41 RCWprior to
January 1, 2003; or

(c) A hospital designated as a critical access hospital under the
provisions of Part A Title XVIII of the Social Security Act Section
1820, 42 U. S.C., 1395i-4.

(4) For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Energency services" neans health care services nedically
necessary to evaluate and treat a nedical condition that nanifests
itself by the acute onset of a synptom or synptons, including severe
pain, that would | ead a prudent |ayperson acting reasonably to believe
that a health <condition exists that requires inmmediate nedical
attention, and that the absence of imrediate nedical attention could
reasonably be expected to result in serious inpairnent to bodily
functions or serious dysfunction of a bodily organ or part, or would
pl ace the person's health (or in the case of a pregnant woman, the
health of the woman or her unborn child) in serious jeopardy;

(b) "General hospital" nmeans a hospital that provides general acute
care services, including energency services;

(c) "Specialty hospital"™ neans a subclass of hospital that either
provi des hospital services within a specific branch of nedicine or
limts adm ssion according to age, sex, type of disease, or nedica
condi tion;

(d) "Transfer agreenment" neans a witten agreenent providing an
effective process for the transfer of a patient requiring energency
services to a general hospital providing enmergency services and for
continuity of care for that patient.
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(5) This section expires July 1, 2004.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 2. (1) The departnent of health, in
consultation wth affected stakehol ders such as hospitals, physicians,
and nurses, shall study the establishnment of specialty hospitals, the
requi renents of this act, and the inpact that specialty hospitals have
on the delivery of health care. At a mninmumthe study shall include
but not be limted to evaluating the follow ng issues as they pertain
to specialty hospitals:

(a) The availability and delivery of health care services;

(b) Patient safety;

(c) Continuity of patient care;

(d) The provision of energency services, including the effect of
the presence or absence of an energency departnment in specialty

hospi tal s;
(e) Staffing of any existing hospitals in the comunity served by
a specialty hospital, including the effect of specialty hospitals on

health care professional shortages, nursing staffing, and the
availability of specialty physicians to provide on-call energency
services; and

(f) The provision of charity care, medicare and nedi caid services,
services for nedically indigent patients, unconpensated care, comrunity
service, and access to health care services by nedically underserved
popul ati ons.

(2) The study also shall include an evaluation of whether
requi renents for establishing specialty hospitals should be addressed
through certificate of need or hospital |icensing requirenents.

(3) For the purposes of the study, "specialty hospital s" does not
i nclude specialty hospitals that provide only psychiatric, pediatric,
| ong-term acute care, or rehabilitative services.

(4) The departnment of health shall prepare and present a report to
the legislature regarding the study no later than Decenber 1, 2003
The |egislature shall reevaluate the requirenents of this act based
upon the study.

--- END ---
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